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STATE ANIMAL RESPONSE TEAM

AWARDS MATCHING GRANTS TO CONNECTICUT AND NEW YORK

Raleigh, N.C. – The State Animal Response Team (SART) announced today that the organization has awarded matching grants of $20,000 each to committees from Connecticut and New York who will implement SART programs in their respective states. Earlier this year, SART received a $40,000 grant from PETsMART Charities to be matched with state funds to develop two new state emergency response programs using the SART model. Applications from Connecticut and New York were selected from several states that applied.


The Connecticut Veterinary Medical Association (CVMA) leads the Connecticut program. A two-day SART Stakeholders Summit is planned for August 9-10 in West Hartford. All citizens of Connecticut are beneficiaries of an active SART, as the potential benefit accrues to all, in the event of an incident requiring activation and /or deployment. Operational stakeholders include all organizations and individuals whose mission it is to protect animal health and welfare, relieve animal suffering, conserve animal resources, promote the public health and advance medical and scientific knowledge. In addition to CVMA, the participating agencies include the Connecticut Department of Agriculture; the Capitol Region Council of Governments- Capitol Region Emergency Planning Committee; the Connecticut Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security; the University of Connecticut and the American Veterinary Medical Foundation. 


In New York, the lead agency is the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets. New York has been working to establish County Animal Response Teams (CARTs) though out the state for the past two and one-half years. A full-time veterinarian has been meeting statewide with local emergency managers, county supervisors, local health departments, first responders, and farm and veterinary groups. Interest in a NYSART is growing in order to have an umbrella organization to provide coordination, training, credentialing, and liability insurance for responders working with animals in disasters. Beginning in 2003, New York was charged with coordinating an all hazards approach to handling animals involved in disasters. The organizations that will play lead roles include the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets; NYS Veterinary Medical Society; NYS Emergency Management Office; Cornell Cooperative Extension, Ag Health and Safety Program; USDA-Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Veterinary Services; and the ASPCA. Together they will form an executive board to oversee NYSART policies and operations. A two-day summit is planned for the fall, 2005.

SART's mission is to provide prevention, response, and recovery for animal emergencies during natural or man-made disasters.  SART is the national leader in the implementation of the Incident Command System (ICS) developed by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), as a means for managing animal emergencies on a state and local level. SART is organized on the grassroots level with County Animal Response Teams (CARTs). CARTs are under the jurisdiction of the county Emergency Management and include animal control officers, cooperative extension professionals, sheriff's personnel, veterinarians, animal industry leaders and concerned citizens. SART/CARTs work year round to develop and implement procedures and train volunteers to facilitate a safe, environmentally sound and efficient response to animal emergencies on the local, county and state level. In 2004, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) funded a Cooperative Agreement with SART to develop state and county animal response teams on a national scale based on the North Carolina model.  
PETsMART Charities was established in 1994 as a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit charity to save the lives of homeless pets. Their mission is to improve the quality of life for all companion animals. PETsMART Charities creates and supports programs that save lives of homeless pets and promote healthy relationships between people and pets. Moving toward their vision of a lifelong, loving home for every pet, they fund programs to further individual animal welfare organizations' missions, facilitate adoptions through in-store programs, and raise awareness of companion animal welfare issues.


For more information visit the SART website at www.sartusa.org, or contact SART at infonc@sartusa.org or 1-888-989-SART. 
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