SART Award Biographies

The following awards were presented at the Annual SART Awards Symposium on May 25, 2005 in Raleigh. Congratulations to all this year’s winners.

SART Partner of the Year

North Carolina Veterinary Medical Association

The North Carolina Veterinary Medical Association has been a SART partner since our formation. The NCVMA helps SART prepare veterinary professionals and animal caregivers for emergencies. For the past two years, NCVMA has awarded grants to help fund the SART training program, enabling us to reach veterinarians and veterinary technicians with our Level One Responder training and other special programs. In 2004 NCVMA supported the Emergency Operations Center trainings in Raleigh, as well as the very popular SART Zoo Day held at the North Carolina Zoo in Asheboro. This program exposed many of us to the unique needs of exotic and wild animals and was even featured on North Carolina Public Television. SART is grateful for the ongoing support provided by the NCVMA. Accepting the award for the North Carolina Veterinary Medical Association is the president, Dr. Amy Lewis and executive director, Mollie Rasor.

North Carolina Farm Bureau

The North Carolina Farm Bureau is a long-time supporter of SART. Mr. Larry Wooten is an original Board member, and Chester Lowder is now serving in his position. It is an understatement to say that Chester wears many hats, but he always represents SART across the state to his very best abilities. This past year, SART’s relationship with the Farm Bureau solidified when they generously offered SART office space in the Farm Bureau complex on Glenwood Avenue. With this new space, SART has access to meeting rooms, Internet service, copier and fax machines, mail service and other office needs. In addition, the staff has gone out of its way to make SART a welcome member of the Farm Bureau family. The Farm Bureau Federation is one of the major sponsors for the awards symposium today. For all its support of SART in Raleigh and across the state, we thank the North Carolina Farm Bureau. Accepting the award is the president, Mr. Larry Wooten and SART Board member, Chester Lowder.

SART Leadership Award

Bill Gentry

Bill Gentry has been the Director for Person County Emergency Services since 2002. In this role he is responsible for Emergency Management and Emergency Medical Services in the county. Prior to that he worked for the North Carolina Division of Emergency Management for more than 15 years in progressively more responsible positions. Bill has worked with SART since it’s inception, conducting ICS training and exercises across the State. He has served as an Executive Board member of SART in the CART Liaison role since 2003. He is a member of the Person County Animal Response Team where he has been successful securing local homeland security funding for support of that team. In addition, he has responded to the World Trade Center disaster in New York City as part of a national overhead team, responded to the Red River Flood disaster in North Dakota, responded to 8 major East Coast hurricanes, and run statewide operations for several tornados, floods and ice storms. Bill also enjoys training and is an adjunct instructor with the Federal Emergency Management Institute, the National Institute of Corrections, the North Carolina Community College system and SART, where he has helped teach the SART model nationally in five other states. His latest training accreditation is to be named an associate professor at the UNC School of Public Health for their Public Health Masters course in Disaster Management. Bill wears many hats and is an invaluable member of the SART Team and we thank him for his service.

SART Volunteer of the Year

Dr. Kelli Ferris

Dr. Kelli Ferris is an Assistant Professor at the NC State College of Veterinary Medicine and the director of the Community Campus Partnership. The Community-Campus Partnership offers a range of veterinary services to our surrounding communities, while providing opportunities for students to practice routine surgical procedures, and diagnose and treat common diseases of dogs and cats. Among the services offered are the Wake County House Call Practice, the Animal Shelter Planned Pethood Program, and the Feral Cat Spay and Neuter Project.  Kelli also developed and leads the College’s Mobile Veterinary Hospital. The 30-foot mobile unit is outfitted with all the equipment and supplies needed to provide veterinary care to animals in need, sometimes hundreds per day. The college's mobile hospital is prepared to respond to emergencies and natural disasters. Following Hurricane Floyd, Kelli led efforts in the College of Veterinary Medicine to care and house hundreds of animals displaced and injured during the storm and subsequent flooding. This experience led her to be one of SART’s four founding members. This past fall, Kelli continued her services with help to a flooded shelter in Hendersonville, North Carolina where she directed students and volunteers in the animals’ medical care. We thank Dr. Kelli Ferris for all her work on behalf of SART across the state.

CART Volunteer of the Year

Michele Whaley, Eastern Region Volunteer of the Year

Michele Whaley accepted the position as Pitt County's Animal Control Manager in July 2002. With this position came the responsibilities of the Pitt County CART team. Although much hard work had already been done, Michele helped finalize the CART plan and get it approved. The Pitt County CART team really became active during Hurricane Isabel in September 2003. The CART served as a distribution center and collected and disbursed supplies. They also opened a temporary shelter for animals for the first time, which was a success. The team began recruiting volunteers and conducting training. They are currently planning a one-day workshop that can be held quarterly for all CART volunteers. Michele and the Pitt County CART worked closely with Emergency Manager Noel Lee to apply for funds through Homeland Security, and were awarded $36,300 to use for their CART mission. With these funds they are purchasing a new truck, horse trailer, port- a- corral, fencing, and many other supplies to be used with livestock and large animals. Last year Michele traveled to Florida after Hurricane Charlie hit the area. She stayed for one week in Bartow and learned more from that experience than she ever could have imagined. It provided her valuable hands on experience and ideas on how to further improve her CART team. Michele has also attended Public Information Officer Training to learn how to effectively deal with the media in emergency situations. Michele is a true CART leader and we thank her for being an outstanding volunteer and excellent role model.

Beverly Williams, Central Regional Volunteer of the Year

Beverly Williams is the Assistant Emergency Management Coordinator for the Harnett County Fire Marshal/Emergency Management Office. Beverly helped establish the CART for Harnett County. She is also responsible for coordinating the CART during countywide and statewide disasters. During the past year, the Harnett CART purchased a Port-a-Corral for emergency use. Harnett was one of the first counties to purchase this equipment and they shared information with other counties on acquiring one of these corrals. The Harnett CART had several volunteers attend Large Animal Rescue Training. They also held a Micro-Chip Clinic at which 41 animals were micro-chipped. The Harnett CART assisted Lee County in sheltering almost 200 dogs that were part of a legal dispute where owners were negligent in their care of the animals. Beverly is a leader of the community and is always ahead of the game. The animal shelter is currently being expanded to hold more animals, her guidance and awareness in the animal industry has provided county administration with data needed for this project. Beverly is a great asset to the team and the future of Harnett CART. We congratulate her on a job well done.

Mark Howell, Western Region Volunteer of the Year

Mark Howell has been with the North Carolina Department of Agriculture since 1987. He has served as an Emergency Programs Specialist since 2001 and has been an active member of SART from its inception. Mark has responded to many agricultural emergencies during his career, but most recently he served as a planner for emergency response efforts in western North Carolina during Hurricane’s Jeanne and Ivan in 2004. He played a key role in recognizing the broad scope of animals impacted by these storms, both on farms and in homes throughout the region. Mark acted quickly contacting NCSART personnel to assist in rescue and relief operations related to these events and helped coordinate relief efforts through SART, NC Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, and North Carolina Division of Emergency Management. Mark also made personal visits to those most seriously impacted to ensure positive outcomes for all and evaluate response efforts. Mark is also a trainer for SART on the local and national levels, using his experience and training to help local responders with Incident Command System certification, as well as understanding the importance of local animal response capability. Mark participated in NC SART EOC trainings last year and helped facilitate the Maine SART Summit in 2004. Mark serves as one of SART’s best ambassadors in Western North Carolina and we thank him for his leadership.

CART Team of the Year

Wayne County CART

The Wayne County CART was established in the spring of 2000, through a team effort between Wayne County Cooperative Extension, Emergency Management, Animal Control, and the Health Department. The Wayne CART established an animal protection plan early on, and developed resources and relationships with the local humane society, local vets, the local livestock association, and many volunteers with different strengths and backgrounds. The Wayne CART is proud to have offered 4 microchip clinics over the past 3 years, with 99 animals (including 61 dogs, 2 cats, and 36 horses) being identified through their microchip clinic efforts.  In addition, sheltering for horses was offered during Hurricane Isabel, and was again available during hurricane Charley last year. Several Wayne CART volunteers have been trained in ICS 100, HAZMAT, and companion animal first aid and CPR. The Wayne CART plans to continue to meet the needs of Wayne County by offering educational activities, sheltering, and disaster preparedness for the residents and animals of Wayne County. The Wayne County CART sets an excellent example for all CARTs and we congratulate them on their accomplishments. Accepting the award for the Wayne CART is Eileen Coite.

SART Appreciation Award

Sharron Stewart

Sharron Stewart has been with SART from the humble beginnings. She came to SART with professional expertise in agriculture and emergency management, and a personal passion for animals, especially horses. Sharron works in the Pesticide Section of the North Carolina Department of Agriculture, but at times you would not know this. She has volunteered countless hours to build SART’s state capability and our county teams. Since the beginning, Sharon served as the Section Chief for SART’s Logistics branch. Logistics fulfills a crucial function by supporting all operations and personnel with communications, food and shelter, equipment, transportation and security during activation. Sharron’s competent leadership has made possible the SART phone bank, a Food Bank to deploy supplies and volunteers, cell phones and ham operators for donated communications during disasters, and insurance for SART responders. Last year she personally arranged the donation of supplies and feed for stranded horse owners in the western part of the state. In 2004, Sharron took on the role as one of SART’s national trainers. She helped develop the national training curriculum, and has traveled to several states to help them implement SART programs. The feedback we get after Sharron visits a state is always outstanding. Sharron’s dedication, passion and professionalism are a model for all in SART, and no one could be better deserving of this year’s SART Appreciation Award.

