Evacuating Animals
A plan should be in place to assist with the evacuation of animals from part or all of the community. Of course, animal owners should be encouraged to have their own evacuation plan and pet supply kits ahead of time. Animal facilities should have contingency plans for either evacuating the animals or implementing a plan to protect them as much as possible. 

The community disaster plan for animals should recognize that 'in rapid-onset events, pet owners may be at work or on vacation and unable to return home to retrieve their pets. If an emergency occurs at night or on weekends, operators of some animal facilities may not be able to get to the facility to implement their disaster plan, or the number of animals involved may be too great for an evacuation. There is also the likelihood that some animal owners will not take any precautions to prepare for disasters. 

In the process of encouraging facilities to draw up disaster plans for their animals, it is possible to determine which facilities may need assistance later on with evacuation. The type and number of vehicles needed for the evacuation should be predetermined and arrangements made for drivers, caging, qualified animal handlers, and evacuation sites. It should be agreed that the animal facility would be responsible for the cost of the evacuation, such as rental of trucks and the purchase of gas, lodging, and food. Many animals can be moved in cattle trucks and horse trailers. The community plan for animals should list volunteers and local government agencies with those resources. 

Some facilities can provide temporary animal housing during evacuations. Figure out in advance how many and what type of animals can be sheltered in the community by the following types of facilities during a disaster: 

· Animal Shelters 

· Veterinary Clinics 

· Boarding Kennels 

· Horse Farms 

· Boarding Stables 

· Temporary Animal Shelters 

· Pet Friendly Animal Shelter 

· Portable Corrals for Livestock/Horses Portable Dog Kennels 

· Portable Fencing 

When a disaster such as a hurricane or wildfire is anticipated, animal facilities should be contacted to begin evacuation procedures immediately. Large vehicles can be a hazard on the road during major evacuations, so the plan should include early evacuation and the use of back roads that may have less traffic than major highways. During summer months, the evacuation should take place, if possible, during nighttime or early morning. Unless the vehicle being used is air-conditioned, the animals inside can experience heat stroke. 

In a community-wide evacuation, many of those involved in the disaster plan may find that they cannot assist with implementing the plan until their own family and animals are safe. In such cases, it is important that the disaster plan for animals includes information on contacts in neighboring counties or on the state level through mutual aid agreements. 

Equipment and Supplies
The CART plan should include a list of equipment and supplies needed for various emergencies, and inventory of which supplies are on hand, and what supplies and equipment must be secured during an emergency (and from where). Each subcommittee should have its own list of the items its members need to perform their tasks. Some members will have personal equipment that will be useful in the animal relief effort. 

The following is a basic list of priority items; arrange ahead of time to get access to these items the moment disaster strikes: 

Communication Equipment and Supplies Mobile radios 

· Portable radios (hand sets) 

· Cellular phones (portable or bag phones) 

· Base station equipment 

· Ham radios 

· Family service radios 

· Fax machines 

· Pagers 

· Fresh batteries 

Vehicles 

· Animal control trucks Four-wheel-drive trucks 

· Horse trailers 

· Recreational vehicles 

· Boats (pontoon boats, john boats, air boats, canoes, etc.) 

· Helicopters 

Rescue Equipment 

· Evacsaks 

· Grasper poles 

· Heavy-duty cat gloves (long and short) 

· Stretcher 

· Humane cat traps 

· Transfer cages 

· Squeeze cages 

· Pole & throw nets 

· Muzzles 

· Blankets 

· Catch Poles 

· Fold down cages (most of these are borrowed and not purchased and used to hold puppies, kittens, and small dogs) 23"Wx35"bx26"H 

· Kennelsol or some type of disinfectant for cages that doesn't have to be rinsed 

· Poly-Hand gloves (one size fits all) 

· Ketch-All Pole (5' standard pole) 

· Animal grasper (36" long) 

· Snake tongs (40" long) 

· Animal gauntlets (23" medium and large) 

· Leashes 

· Muzzle (dog and cat set) 

· Throw nets (medium size - 6') 

· Magnum pole net (65" collapsed - 101" extended) 

· Humane cat trap (36"xl2"xl4" with rear door) 

· Cat carrier (24"xl2"xl4" with rear door) 

· Carry/restraint cage with squeeze panel (l8llxl2"xl2") 

· Folding humane dog trap (48fix2O"x26") 

· Stretcher (44"x2O") 

· Evacsak (used to transport kittens, cats, puppies, and small dogs) 

The equipment list does not include those items needed for rescuing large animals, such as horses, cows, hogs, etc. Arrangements have been made to borrow the necessary equipment to safely rescue these types of animals. 

Immobilization equipment (dart guns or blow darts) is not used frequently during disasters. Immobilization equipment can be very risky to use in disasters because of the time it takes for the chemicals to take affect. In that time, an animal could get into deep water and drown during a flood, or else they could crawl into piles of thick debris, making it difficult, if not impossible, to reach them. 

EARS orders all its rescue equipment from: 
Animal Care Equipment and Services 
P.O. Box 3275 
Crestline, CA 92325 
(800) 338-ACES 

Tool Box Items 

· Hammers 

· Assorted nails & screws 

· Shower curtain rings 

· Screw driver (standard & phillips) 

· Pliers 

· Wrenches 

· Heavy duty stapler & staples 

· Cable ties 

· Duct tape 

· Rope 

