GENERAL GUIDELINES 
1. Whether in a drill or actual search, it is the responsibility of each responder to provide proper personal safety equipment. The type is dependent on the nature of the drill or emergency and will be determined by the safety officer. It is recommended that all responders have pre-exposure rabies and tetanus shots. 

2. Upon arrival at the response area, coordinators for each group will check in with incident command and will provide a list of all responders for their group. Some responders may be cross-trained in both disciplines. Nevertheless, the responder will continue to function in the original assigned capacity until relieved and re-assigned by the incident commander. 

3. Forms and paperwork may be different in various areas. Therefore, paperwork being used for this particular operation should be reviewed and coordinated by all necessary personnel from each group. 

4. Communication systems should be coordinated and checked. Possible use of a public address system may be necessary to keep personnel in the command area informed of activities in the field- Radios should be issued to all teams in the field. 

5. Upon arrival on scene, disaster animal response personnel will attempt to locate a veterinarian in the vicinity, who is willing to remain on call during the search mission. SART, if activated, at either the county or state level, may be contacted for assistance with locating a veterinarian or providing other support services. The North Carolina Department of Agriculture may also be contacted for assistance in providing veterinarian or other support services. 

6. All responders will provide an identification tag to the incident command post prior to entry into the response area- It is the responsibility of the responder to retrieve this identification upon return from the response area. Non-retrieval will create a situation where a search for the missing responder must be initiated. This I.D. tag will include the responders name, address, phone, date of birth, blood type, any allergies or other known medical conditions, and the name and phone of a relative to be contacted in an emergency. 

7. No responders shall enter the response area without being cleared by a safety officer. No responders shall enter the response area without their assigned (human) partner. 

8. Smoking in or around the response area is strictly prohibited. Check with the incident commander for the location of a designated smoking area. Fire extinguishers should be located prominently around the command area and carried in any vehicles going into the response area. Training in their proper use is required, if not sure; ASK before the need arises. 

9. During scheduled rest periods, a disaster animal response team member will check all animals. If there is any indication that a return to the search mission would cause distress or endanger the well-being of the animal, the animal will not be returned to the search until the condition causing the concern is alleviated or until the animal is cleared for return by a veterinarian. The opinion of the assigned disaster animal response team member controls in this situation. 

10. At the end of the search mission the animal will be examined from nose to tail by a disaster animal response team member and the animal's handier/ rider. This may include checking the color of tongue, gums and the rate of capillary refill; examination of eyes, ears, and paws for any bidden foreign particles; general monitoring of respiration, pulse and body condition; examination of body areas for swelling, lumps, abrasions or wounds; and monitoring of rectal temperature, with a properly lubricated thermometer or other-approved temperature monitoring device, if other symptoms indicate the necessity for this procedure. The disaster animal response team member will document this examination and provide the results to incident command. If the disaster animal response team member recommends that a veterinarian examine the animal, this will be done before the animal can return to work.

