GENERAL SAFETY PROCEDURES
1. Animals must be kept hydrated. Water should be offered at frequent intervals. However, care should be taken not to offer large quantities of food. High sodium, high carbohydrate dry snacks may be offered at regular intervals (such as crackers). 

2. Hazardous materials are always a concern in a disaster or emergency situation. Handlers must monitor their animals carefully to limit exposure to any form of hazardous material. If contact or ingestion of a hazardous substance is suspected, contact with the command post should be made immediately. The handler should attempt to document the type of material, characteristics (color, consistency, etc.), name, any directions on the container and time of exposure. If the material can be safely brought along, such as a sealed can, this should be done. If not, the location of the material should be marked with a stake and brightly colored flag. 

3. If an animal has come in contact with hazardous materials, household chemicals, or sewage, appropriate decontamination procedures should be started as soon as possible. 

4. If the animal is doing a water search for a possible drowning victim or working in floodwater conditions, special pre-cautions should be taken. Although animals are generally good swimmers, they will swim until exhausted and drown quickly if unable to reach shore. They generally will not recognize a boat as safety, but will instead attempt to swim to shore if they can see it, even if it is miles away. Around water, life vests and lifelines are recommended at all times. If a dog falls overboard, motors should be shut down immediately. The dog should then be quickly and safely returned to the boat. Handlers should kneel, with their weight low, in the center of the boat facing one another. Use the lifeline to guide the dog to a position along the side of the boat between the two rescuers. Reach over the sides of the bog and supporting the dog behind the front legs, bring it into the center of the boat between the two rescuers. Do not try to retrieve the dog over the front or back of the boat, as this will create an unstable situation endangering the boat and crew. As soon as possible, thoroughly wash the dog, including rinsing of the eyes with fresh water. 

5. In many instances, the dog's feet may be exposed to surfaces heated to uncomfortable temperatures by the sun. Handlers should constantly monitor surfaces such as beach sand, parking lots, concrete pavements or any metal surfaces. Touch the surface to the back of the hand, if it is uncomfortable to the hand it is also uncomfortable to the feet. Cool paw boots or damp cloths can be used to protect the feet, however these should be used during rest periods. While working the dog's feet must be free to grip the surfaces on which they are searching. 

6. In addition, disaster search areas Ewe usually a minefield of broken glass, nails, sharp metal and other debris which can become imbedded in the feet of the animals, just as sand-spurs can in wilderness search areas. FEET MUST BE CHECKED FREQUENTLY! 

7. Generally, dogs will trust the handlers during times when transport in aircraft is necessary. However, the two major stresses for dogs in aircraft are the high-pitched sounds and the vibration. The high-pitched whining and wind noise in aircraft may actually create pain in the dog’s sensitive hearing. This would be particularly true for dogs whose ears have been altered. The earflap on a dog is the natural protection for the dog's hearing and when it is removed pain may be experienced with high-pitched sounds. If the dog seems to be in distress while flying, simple earplugs, made by filling nylon stockings with cotton, may be used. These can be constructed to fit the individual dog. Most dogs take to these easily when they become accustomed to them. The other stress in aircraft is the vibration the dog senses if it is required to rest directly on the metal floor of the aircraft. Merely putting some type of barrier between the dog and the floor, such as a heavy folded towel or other form of padding can alleviate this uncomfortable sensation.

