How To Humanely Trap Animals
Trapping may not be something that the shelter does on a regular basis or the shelter may loan traps to people in the community. During disasters it is sometimes the only way to retrieve cats that people are desperately searching for. In many disasters there is too much noise and commotion during the day, so that cats stay well hidden. At night, teams can be sent into areas where cats are known to be. Trapping cannot be done during floods, as it is too dangerous to be on the water at night. 

Dogs are not trapped as frequently as cats, as they tend to move around and cats are often found in their home territory. 

Following is a checklist of equipment needed to successfully trap cats: (Use this checklist as you are preparing to go into the field to trap. Take everything on the list, even though you may not use it. It is better to have excess equipment, than to discover, once you get into the field, you forgot something.) 

Supplies 

· Cat traps (kitten trap, standard trap, and large trap) 

· Transfer cages that match the traps 

· Canned cat food 

· Spoon to scoop the cat food with - the metal lid can be bent and used as a scoop if necessary 

· Can opener, unless you have pop-top cans 

· Towels to drape over the cages after a cat has been caught 

· Newspaper to put in traps if necessary and to put under occupied traps in your vehicle - it is better if the cat urinates on the paper than the carpeting in your car 

· Heavy cat gloves 

· First aid kit 

· Notice Sign to post at the location where the cat was trapped 

· Flashlight and extra batteries 

· Grasper pole for cats 

Tips Patience is the key to successfully trapping cats. Listed below are some other hints to make your efforts more successful: 

Traps should be set in an area with no human or automobile traffic. The quieter the better. If there is an area where the cats are used to being fed, that is where the traps should be set. Try and set the traps closest to the time that the cats are used to eating. This can certainly be disrupted following a disaster. In addition, cats like people, can lose their appetite for a few days following a disaster. 

If you are trapping during the day, or when the sun is still hot, be sure and place the trap in the shade. 

Bait the trap with the smelliest canned tuna that you can find. Generic cat food brands work well. Do not use dry cat food, unless the cat is not responsive to the canned food and is used to eating only dry food. Do not worry about putting water in the trap. 

It is better to place the trap on grass, dirt, or thin coverings of leaves. Do not place the trap on cement, unless that is the only flat surface available. Make sure that the trap is level and does not wobble. If it wobbles stick a rock, piece of wood, or whatever else you might be able to find, under the corner of the trap to level it. Make sure the trap is not off the ground. You don't want the cat's feet going through the bottom, which might discourage it from entering the trap. 

If the cat seems reluctant to walk on the wire trap bottom, take a section of newspaper and fold it so that it covers the bottom of the trap. Make sure the paper will not interfere with the trap closing. 

After you have caught the cat, drape a towel over the trap. This will help the cat to calm down. When you move the trap, be sure to use the handle on the trap and wear gloves. Be sure that the sliding door is locked too, or when picking up the trap the door may pull up and the cat will escape. 

If there are not available transfer cages designed to work with the trap, do not transfer the cat in the field. Take the cat back to the animal disaster relief shelter and transfer it in a confined space. If the cat should get loose while you are transferring it, you want to be able to recapture it. There is a very good chance, that once a cat has experienced being trapped, it will not go back into a trap again. 

If a cat is trapped and other cats witness it being trapped, the other cats will still go in the trap. The only thing that would stop them would be if they had been trapped before and escaped, or they are not hungry enough to risk going in a trap. During disasters, most of the cats that need to be trapped are very hungry. 

When baiting the trap, put no more than a couple of bites of canned cat food right outside the entrance of the trap. This is to help the cat locate the door. Trail in several more bites of the food, leading to the back of the trap. Lift the back of the trap and underneath it, put a mound of canned cat food. Then set the back of the trap down on top of it. Do not put any food in a feeding dish in the trap, and this includes the can of cat food too. You want the cat to work at getting the food. If it is too easy, they can walk in, stretch over the trip mechanism, eat what they want, and back out of the trap. 

If you are trapping a large male cat, be sure to use a larger cat trap. The cat should not have to haunch down to walk into the trap. 

You can set multiple traps in the same area. Leave at least two feet of space between traps. If you catch a cat, and there is another cat working his way into the trap, let that cat get caught first, before removing the trap that already contains a cat. 

Do not leave the traps unattended. You will be more successful at trapping if you are out of sight of the trap, but always have in sight any possible access routes to the trap. Sometimes people don't understand why the trapping is being done, and if they see the cat in the trap, and you are not around, they may release the cat. Then you have reduced your chances of catching it again. 

If it is hot weather, and you have multiple cats to trap in an area, do not load the cats you have already caught into your vehicle until just before you are ready to leave. Put the occupied traps in a cool and shady location, where you can keep an eye on them at all times. Again, someone might just decide to free the cats if they do not see anyone around. 

Be sure when you set the trap, that the lock on the sliding back door is locked. 

Be sure you do not set the trap down on an anthill. 

Remember that young kittens can bite and scratch too. Do not attempt to catch them by hand. Use a kitten trap. If there are multiple kittens in the area, it is not unusual to catch more than one kitten at a time. Having more than one kitten in a trap is okay. Do not f eel that they need to be separated. In fact they feel more secure with the other kittens. 

If you know a female cat has nursing kittens, trap the kittens first, then the mom. Do not trap the mom until you are sure you have gotten all the kittens. If you think a female cat may have kittens, but cannot locate the kittens, discourage the mother from going into the trap by approaching her when she gets near the trap. If you should trap her, leave her in the trap and then scout for the kittens. If it is dark, use a flashlight. The light can pickup the reflection of their eyes. Several favorite places for kittens to be are in woodpiles, under houses, in thick bushes, and in barn lofts. When looking for kittens, be very careful of poisonous snakes and spiders. If you suspect they may be in the area, do not continue your search. Free the female cat and make note to check the area again in several days. 

When you go cat trapping, always go in teams of at least two. This makes it easier to keep an eye on the set traps and the cats that have already been trapped. It is also a very smart safety precaution. If the area where you are trapping has limited access, be sure you notify the local authorities that you will be in the area. 

If you trap a seriously injured cat and there are still more cats to be trapped, but they are not injured, pull all the traps and take the Injured cat immediately to the animal disaster relief shelter or the veterinarian in the area that is being used during the disaster. If there are enough volunteers to allow two to stay with a vehicle, then they may continue to trap. No person should be left behind without a vehicle. 

After you set the traps, move out of sight of them. Limit peeking to see if any cats are nearing the traps. Do not check on them more than once every 15 minutes, unless you hear the trapdoor close. Remove the trapped cat as quickly as possible from where the other traps are set. 

For more helpful information on feral cats, contact: 
Alley Cat Allies 
1801 Belmont Rd. N.W. Suite 201 
Washington, D.C. 20009-5164 
(202) 667-3630 
http://www.alleycat.org 
E-mail: alleycat@alleycat.org
