Organizing Animal Rescue Teams
Individuals or groups conducting animal rescues should have extensive experience in disaster response, animal handling (of all types of animals), first aid for humans and animals, and knowledge of local and state laws regarding animals. They should be able to provide proof of training and should agree to work within the county animal response team or CART. Their knowledge of the type of disasters that impact the area, the type of animals in the community and their locations, and the local emergency response system is vital to their ability to assist animals in danger. 

Animal rescue teams need to acquire or have access to an array of equipment, safety gear, clothing, and vehicles. Since this can be an expensive proposition, the CART should consider seeking funds to help equip its animal rescue team and assist with the cost of training. The team will also need to have access to four-wheel-drive vehicles, boats, helicopters, and trailers. This may be accomplished through local emergency management or agreements with local companies owning such vehicles. 

Ideally, each community would develop and train its own animal rescue team. However, in disasters of a larger scale, teams from surrounding communities, the state, or other parts of the country may be called in to assist. In these cases, it is beneficial for the local team to divide its members among the teams from outside the area. This gives teams from other areas the information they need to operate effectively, including locations of animal facilities, avail- able local resources, back roads to areas that may be cut off by flood waters or other barriers, and local contacts with law enforcement, fire/rescue or emergency management. 

There will also be times when animal rescue teams discover animals that apparently became injured or diseased before the disaster. Teams may also discover sites where they suspect dogfighting or cockfighting, or other illegal activities. These are situations that should be referred to local animal control, humane, or law enforcement officers. If the animal(s) is not in imminent danger or in an extreme state of suffering, the situation may need to be dealt with at a later date. Local authorities should conduct such investigations and make determinations on the possible seizure of animals. 

When areas in a community have been declared restricted or off limits during disasters, animal rescue teams should consult law enforcement and emergency management personnel to determine the safety of entering the area to conduct animal rescues. In some cases, teams may need to be escorted through dangerous sections to search for injured animals or retrieve animals left behind. However, the safety of team members is paramount. If an area is deemed too unsafe for entry, animal rescues will need to be put on hold until authorities give permission to proceed. 

Members of the animal rescue team may accompany human rescue teams as they conduct their search for people injured or killed in the disaster. Animal rescue teams can then take custody of animals recovered in the search. (See Sample Mutual Aid Agreement) 

It is essential that animal rescue teams keep records of their activities, especially the pick-up or rescue of any animals that are taken to animal relief centers, such as animal shelters, temporary animal shelters, or emergency veterinary clinics. They should record information on where and when the animal was found, by whom, and the condition of the animal (See SART approved forms). 

Picking Up Lost or Injured Animals
Animal control officers and animal rescue teams should be responsible for the pick-up of lost and injured animals, though in many cases the general public will find animals and bring them to animal shelter sites. Many animals can be dangerous to handle if they are injured or frightened, so the public should not be encouraged to attempt rescues. If possible, phone numbers should be posted or given to the media for the public to use when reporting injured or lost animals to appropriate agencies. However, if the public brings lost or injured animals to animal relief sites, they should be asked to give as much information as they can on the location the animal was found. This could be crucial to efforts to reunite the animal with its owner.
