SAMPLE GUIDELINES FOR MUTUAL AID WITH CANINE AND EQUINE SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAMS 
INTRODUCTION: Canine and equine search and rescue teams are being developed to assist local authorities in searching for missing persons; lost in the wilderness, possible victim of drowning, or missing in the wake of disasters. A number of these teams have requested that mutual aid agreements be reached with teams trained in disaster animal response. These agreements will foster the assistance the groups might provide to one another during the response to a disaster or emergency. During the search for human victims, whether in a limited emergency or a major event, disaster animal response team members would assist the search and rescue team members with the care of their dogs or horses. Although the canine and equine search and rescue members are trained in the care of their animals in an emergency, it is beneficial to have additional anima care personnel on scene to assist with routine care or animal emergencies. Search missions are exhausting, both physically and emotionally, for handlers and riders. In addition, search team members, by their nature, are mission and goal oriented and will be adrenaline-inspired to push themselves to the limit of their capacity. These factors may lessen their judgement in dealing with an emergency involving their animals. The involvement of the disaster animal response member provides a checks-and- balance system to protect the health of the animals, similar to the protection provided by the safety officer for the human search team members. Disaster animal response team members would assist with logistical support for the dogs or horses, such as food, water, medical assistance or sheltering. In a major disaster in which animal victims are also involved, members of the canine and equine teams, upon completion of their assignment searching for human victim, may assist in the rescue and re-unification effort for the animal victims. Animals, displaced or injured by a disaster, may create significant problems for other response efforts. The owners of these animals also suffer considerable distress and may endanger their own lives trying to locate or assist their animals. Members of the canine and equine search and rescue teams, being highly trained in disaster response and being experienced animal handlers, would be valuable assets in the animal rescue efforts to alleviate the suffering of the animal victims and their owners. Joint training and drills are encouraged. 

ALERT PROCEDURES 
1. The canine or equine search and rescue team may be activated by the fire service, law enforcement or emergency management. When placed on alert for a search mission, the search and rescue team coordinator may alert the disaster animal response team in the vicinity. The disaster animal response team may not be necessary on every search mission. The decision to activate this support group will be based on the nature of the emergency, the projected length of the search mission, and the conditions under which the search will be conducted. The disaster animal response team may be activated at the same, time as the search and rescue team or may be placed on alert and activated later when the search and rescue team has arrived on scene and been better able to evaluate the need. If upon animal it is determined that the disaster animal response team is not needed, remember to downgrade their alert status. 
2. In a major event, disaster animal response team members may also be activated directly by the EOC, Search and Rescue Liaison for either the county or the state. This would occur when a number of search and rescue teams from around the state might be activated, some of which do not have a working relationship with disaster animal response team members, or any time the EOC liaison would feel the activation was appropriate because of the nature of the emergency or the conditions under which the search animals would be working.
